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Low turnout marks BART forum
Only about 50 students attended the event to address recent bias incidents
BY BRITTANY WELLS
Staff Writer
The Bias Advisory and 
Response Team (BART) has 
been frequenting the inboxes 
of  Xavier students, as three 
major bias incidents have 
occurred in the last three 
months. 
On April 4, students woke 
up to another email. This one 
detailed not an incident but 
instead a forum to be held in 
the Bellarmine Chapel that 
evening. The forum aimed to 
address and discuss the inci-
dents. 
With fewer than than eight 
hours to spread the news, only 
about 50 students, faculty 
and staff  were in attendance, 
according to Taj Smith, the 
director of  the Center for Di-
versity and Inclusion (CDI). 
Smith, who facilitated the 
event, commented that the 
forum organizers wanted a 
higher turnout.
“We had about 50 people 
present, mostly Black stu-
dents and other students of  
color,” Smith said. “I would 
definitely love to grow that.” 
Smith wasn’t the only one 
to note the low attendance. 
First-year Quayniece Page 
added that she wished more 
White students had partici-
pated in the forum. 
“Whites should come out 
to more events to speak their 
backgrounds so people can 
understand where they’re 
coming from,” Page said. “We 
all have the same problem, 
and we aren’t going to under-
stand where other people are 
coming from if  we don’t get 
their side of  the story. Differ-
ent races should come out to 
events like this so we can…
fix the community as a whole 
because we are all one. We all 
live next to each other, we are 
all in the same community, so 
we might as well just unify 
and grow as one.” 
Page also referenced a re-
cent anti-Black slur written 
overnight on a Resident As-
sistant’s (RA) bulletin board. 
“Recently it said n*****, 
and I am pretty sure no Black 
person wrote n***** on the 
board…but (the individual re-
sponsible) didn’t come to this 
event,” Page said. 
Junior Shadiya Cammack 
emphasized the need for stu-
dents to attend more events 
like the forum.  
“People who are interested 
in not just the goodwill of  our 
country, city, whatever, but 
the goodwill of  our school 
should be more in attendance 
in events that concern stu-
dents of  color…,” Cammack 
said. “If  you care about the 
goodwill on the whole global 
scale, show that you care by 
attending on a local scale.”
Smith described the event 
as “mostly with the hope of  
helping people process what’s 
happening here and hearing 
their feedback and getting 
solutions.” He continued that 
“hopefully more people here 
feel like they’re connected.” 
For Dave Johnson, associ-
ate provost and Chief  Student 
Affairs Officer, connection is 
the solution to the questions 
raised at the forum. 
“I think we see these events 
and we witness how injurious 
they are for individuals in our 
community and populations in 
our community, and we know 
that they result in people not 
feeling at home here…,” John-
son said. “And that’s tremen-
dously painful because we’re a 
place that is committed to try-
ing to be a community where 
everyone belongs and where 
everyone gets to bring all 
their talents to contribute to 
this place. When these events 
happen, they get in the way of  
that goal.” 
One question in particular 
that was raised concerned the 
lack of  information regard-
ing the consequences for the 
perpetrators of  the incidents. 
An idea that emerged was 
the creation of  benchmark 
sanctions, outlining a list of  
what could happen without 
explaining exactly what will 
happen. Smith said that he 
hopes to share these bench-
mark sanctions by the end of  
this month. 
The benchmarks are two-
fold: one punitive side and one 
educational side. Smith added 
that one would also likely in-
clude some aspect of  restor-
ative justice. 
“Some of  these instances 
are truly based out of  igno-
rance, and some are intention-
al,” Smith said. “Education 
might not change that, and 
we might have to use another 
measure, but…that’s all up to 
the Dean of  Students’ office 
to discern in a conduct board.” 
Going forward, Johnson 
believes that campus-wide, 
people need to reflect more 
both on the harmful nature of  
the incidents as well as how 
they can better contribute to 
creating a welcoming and in-
clusive environment. 
“The invitation is for us to 
reside and spend time in that 
discomfort and just to be real 
and honest about the injury 
and the pain and then think 
about ‘how can we do more’ 
so that we can be a communi-
ty that is more inclusive and a 
community where people feel 
at home, a community where 
we can collectively just be 
that — more of  a communi-
ty,” Johnson said.
Further information about 
the incidents can be found at 
the BART website, https://
www.xavier.edu/dean-of-stu-
dents/faq.cfm 
Talks to check out this week
Presented by the Student Activities 
Countil (SAC), this event features an 
interactive lecture by award-winning 
filmmaker Jim Keady on his experience 
filming Behind the Swoosh, a documenta-
ry about Nike sweatshops.
“He lived on a sweatshop wage in a 
developing country for one month in 
an Indonesian factory workers’ slum, 
living on $1.25 a day, a typical wage 
paid to Nike’s subcontracted workers,” 
SAC member Sierra Fields said. “Keady 
shares his personal account of  lived sol-
idarity. He also imparts the latest infor-
mation on Nike’s overseas practices and 
attempt to de-commodify labor, chal-
lenging the audience to deal in human 
terms with the women, men and some-
times children who are the foundation 
of  Nike’s global manufacturing.”
Today, April 11: 
Behind the Swoosh: 
Sweatshops and Social Justice
6 p.m. in Arrupe Overlook
Yusef  Salaam, one of  the Central Park Five 
exonerees, will offer his thoughts about wrongful 
convictions in the United States. 
Thursday, April 12: 
Central Park Five 
documentary screening and Q&A 
6:30-9:30 p.m. in Arrupe Overlook 
Claudia Rankine is an esteemed author and 
poetry professor at Yale University. Much of  Ran-
kine’s work, including her multi-award-winning, 
book-length poem “Citizen: An American Lyric,” 
focuses on race in America. Rankine’s lecture “On 
Race and Poetry” will be the last E/RS event of  
the semester. 
Claudia Rankine: On Race and Poetry
7 p.m. in Kennedy Auditorium
Head to page 2 to read an interview with de-
parting E/RS lecture head Dr. Gabe Gottlieb.
In this issue...
Op-Ed, Page 4
Read Sydney Sanders’ 
take on the controversy 
surrounding the Rose-
anne reboot.
A&E, Page 7
What Oce character 
are you? Your study 
habits will tell you. 
Features, Page 8
What’s your mood at 
the end of the semes-
ter? Take a quiz and 
nd out. 
One idea that emerged at the forum was the development of benchmark 
sanctions describing the potential consequences of a bias incident.
Photo courtesy of Twitter
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E/RS director nishes o his term
BY RYAN KAMBICH
Staff Writer
The Ethics Religion and 
Society (E/RS) lecture, host-
ed by poet Claudia Rankine 
on Thursday, will mark the 
last event in the series for this 
school year. It will also be the 
last event overseen by cur-
rent E/RS Director Dr. Gabe 
Gottlieb, who is finishing his 
three-year tenure leading the 
program. 
For much of  the past year, I 
have had the pleasure of  cov-
ering the E/RS series for the 
Newswire. In anticipation of  
this week’s event, I sat down 
with Gottlieb to discuss his 
time directing the program 
and what he envisions for its 
future. The following is an ed-
ited transcript. The full ver-
sion of  the transcript is avail-
able on our website.
What were some of  your 
greatest successes or favor-
ite moments as E/RS direc-
tor?
It depends on how you 
measure success. In terms of  
attendance and people coming 
and engaging with the series, 
I thought Ta-Nehisi Coates 
was probably the most. We 
had an estimated 3,500 people 
come to that. It was a timely 
moment, right after (Pres-
ident Donald) Trump was 
elected, so I thought it was an 
interesting time to have some-
one like Coates. 
But my first year we did a 
series around 2001 — the so-
cial unrest or racial riots (in 
Cincinnati). That was prob-
ably one of  my favorite mo-
ments. The 2001 (event) was 
different in the sense that it 
was a much more comprehen-
sive engagement with a his-
torical and social justice issue. 
We did a panel, which about 
500 people from the commu-
nity came to. That, I think, 
was the most successful in 
terms of  community engage-
ment — I think that was the 
one we did the best in a way 
that was really meaningful. It 
kind of  helped contribute to 
a conversation that had been 
going on for a long time.
How do you think E/RS 
changed under your care?
I think what I did was in 
part take things that were 
kind of  implicit in what E/RS 
is and tried to emphasize them 
and make them more explicit. 
I think two things are rel-
evant here. One is there was 
quite a bit of  community en-
gaged work, particularly in 
the first two years. The other 
is I tried to switch up the kind 
of  events that take place a lit-
tle bit, rather than standard 
talks. I think that’s something 
that will have an influence on 
future iterations of  E/RS. So 
for instance, Richard Polt (the 
next E/RS director) is going 
to use the kind of  model (of  
round table discussions) a lit-
tle bit more. 
What do you envision 
for the next stage of  E/RS 
under the direction of  Dr. 
Polt?
E/RS always tries to be 
engaged in the current mo-
ment. I think what’s exciting 
about what Dr. Polt is doing is 
that he’s really focusing in on 
American politics today and 
the political divides that have 
existed for a long time. I think 
what’s exciting about his ap-
proach is that he wants to find 
ways to actually not further 
entrench ourselves in those 
divides but develop a way to 
converse across for a better 
understanding of  the respec-
tive positions. 
I think we’ll see a much 
more diverse group of  po-
litical perspectives in his se-
ries. And I think he’ll end up 
broadening the topics in a 
way that my series was more 
focused on a couple issues. 
What is the significance 
of  E/RS to life here at 
Xavier, to the liberal arts 
and Jesuit education we are 
here for?
I think it’s essential in two 
ways. One, the course offer-
ings are definitely a key to 
the Jesuit mission and identi-
ty of  the university. The way 
I always put it is the E/RS 
core guarantees students are 
exposed to ethical concerns, 
social-political issues (and) re-
ligion. 
But I think really what the 
lecture series offers is a kind 
of  intellectual engagement 
that, when it works in the way 
I think it could or should, is 
a way of  modeling what it’s 
like to be an intellectually en-
gaged person. That is, you are 
seeking out knowledge, you’re 
seeking out conversation and 
E/RS is providing that for you 
to take it up if  you want. This 
is a sweet moment in many 
students’ lives where they’re 
able to put to the side other 
more practical concerns and 
focus on that engagement that 
is really valuable and builds a 
kind of  moral and intellectual 
character that can be difficult 
to develop after graduation. 
At the close of  your 
three-year tenure, any final 
thoughts?
I’ve enjoyed it. I’ve learned 
a lot. I’ve read a lot of  things 
I would not have read. It’s ex-
panded my teaching in ways 
that were unexpected. And 
I’m really glad to pass it on.
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What’s going on?
Take Back the
Night Rally
4:00 p.m.
Husman Stage
Earth Day with 
Vandana Shiva
7:00 p.m.
Du Banquet    
Center, Cintas
Exam Week
Earth Week
Xavier’s Got Talent 
6:30 p.m.
Kennedy 
Auditorium
Glow Yoga
9:30 p.m.
Arrupe Overlook
Student Walkout  
for Gun Reform
11:19 a.m.
Xavier Yard
XavierFest
Xavier Yard 
4:00 p.m.
Spring Choral 
Concert
8:00 p.m.
Bellarmine Chapel
Orchestra and 
Percussion           
Ensemble Concert 
7:30 p.m.
Gallagher eater
Photo courtesy of Gabe Gottlieb
Dr. Gabe Gottlieb is ending his three-year tenure as E/RS director with 
the last E/RS event of the school year featuring poet Claudia Rankine.
Events through the end of the semester
Cabaret 4/12-4/14 @ 7:30 p.m., 4/14 @ 2:30 p.m.
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Racial incidents occur at Miami, XU
 Protests to bias incidents cause some Xavier students to ask if we do enough
On Friday, Miami Univer-
sity—Oxford President Greg 
Crawford and other admin-
istrators met with a group 
of  students called the Black 
Action Movement 2.0 (BAM 
2.0) to discuss the response to 
racial incidents that occurred 
on their campus. The meet-
ing came about after several 
demonstrations the week be-
fore. 
“I’m glad to see people or-
ganizing, I’m glad to see peo-
ple being active,” junior the-
ology major John Duque said. 
“I wish we saw more of  that 
here on our campus with bias 
incidents that happened, but 
we’ll see what the results are.”
The demonstrations at 
Miami were prompted by a 
screenshot on Twitter that 
showed a first-year student 
bragging in a Tinder message 
about using the n-word in a 
GroupMe message. 
The situation was inflamed 
when a different student took 
a Snapchat of  students occu-
pying space in the Armstrong 
Student Center, saying “Who 
let the zoo out???” followed by 
three monkey emojis. 
Bias incidents have oc-
curred at Xavier throughout 
the last few months, including 
the hanging of  a Swastika flag 
in a Husman Hall window, the 
n-word written on a bulletin 
board and several swastikas 
carved in various locations. 
In response to these inci-
dents, the Bias Advisory and 
Response Team (BART) held 
a forum and sent out emails 
to the student body. Father 
Michael Graham, president, 
has also sent out an email de-
nouncing these incidents. 
Philosophy, Politics and the 
Public major Ellen Rakowski 
feels that the responses have 
not sufficiently addressed the 
incidents or their underlying 
issues.
“I think that Xavier handles 
bias incidents in a different 
way (from Miami),” Rakowski 
said. “A lot of  students want 
to see justice for the racial 
bias or anti-Semitic bias that’s 
been happening, but due to le-
gal causes, we’ll never know 
the answers, what happens to 
these people. That being said, 
I think our response with 
forums, that’s basically the 
whole response, and people 
release statements, and that’s 
not enough.” 
Duque agreed with Rakow-
ski’s sentiment.  
“The administration just 
kinda does this, I dunno, it’s 
kinda like sleight of  hand, 
where they just distract you 
with talking about the issues 
that are going on and, they 
put on this public forum, and 
by the time that any kind of  
recourse should be coming 
out of  it, people have kind 
of  forgotten about it,” Duque 
said. 
“You saw that with the 
blackface incident last year. 
That student who was in-
volved is still a student here. 
You saw that with the hang-
ing of  the skeleton wearing 
the dashiki last year. Those 
students are still students at 
Xavier University. I think the 
university has still given no 
actual response. They haven’t 
taken any kind of  responsi-
bility, haven’t held any kind 
of  accountability, and those 
problems continue.”
Rakowski went on to say 
that she believes the reason 
that there has been a differ-
ent response from students is 
because of  the lack of  knowl-
edge as to who has been be-
hind the bias incidents. 
“These anti-Semitic in-
cidents…have been anon-
ymous,” Rakowski said. 
“There’s no target. So, what’s 
happening at Miami, that’s 
public information. People 
know who to blame, which 
makes it easier to respond to 
at large rather than having a 
response to an email that you 
get from a committee that you 
don’t know about.”
Miami Students protest incidents of bias that have occurred on campus in recent weeks. Miami school 
adminstrators met with student leaders from the Black Action Movement 2.0 to discuss solutions. 
Photo courtesy of The Miami Student 
CPS goes toe-to-toe with FC Cincy
Confederate statues debate rages  
BY KEVIN THOMAS
Campus News Editor
???????????
????
Tears of Flame 
April 1, 2:25 a.m. — 
Xavier Police and Resi-
dence Life investigated 
reports of  a group of  stu-
dents tearing names off  
corkboards in the hallways 
of  Fenwick. One student 
involved was found by an 
RA and was referred to the 
code of  conduct. 
April 4, 2:40 a.m. — 
Xavier Police assisted Nor-
wood Police and Cincinnati 
Police to set up a perimeter 
for a search for a suspect 
who fled on foot from a sto-
len vehicle at Sherman Av-
enue and Victory Parkway 
A canine unit canceled the 
search after the suspect was 
tracked north on Reading 
Road toward Tennessee 
Avenue. 
April 4, 8:32 a.m. — A 
Physical Plant employee re-
ported damage to the vend-
ing machine on the second 
floor of  Fenwick Place. 
? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ?
April 4, 10:07 p.m. — 
Xavier Police investigated 
a report of  two cell phones 
stolen from O’Connor Sports 
Center. The suspects were 
described as four juveniles 
and were last seen exiting the 
building before officers ar-
rived. 
April 5, 1:46 a.m. — A 
student reported that their 
vehicle was vandalized while 
parked on campus. No sus-
pects have been identified. 
April 7, 12:08 p.m. — 
Xavier Police recovered 
a stolen automobile that 
was left abandoned in the 
O’Connor parking lot, near 
the service driveway leading 
onto the Hayden Field. 
April 7, 11:53 p.m. — 
Xavier Police assisted Res-
idence Life with a room 
search in Fenwick Place. A 
small amount of  marijuana 
was confiscated. Residence 
Life will follow up.  
April 9, 12:40 a.m.— 
Xavier Police assisted 
Cincinnati Police with 
investigating a hit and 
run auto accident on Dana 
Avenue. The driver and 
vehicle were turned over to 
Cincinnati Police. 
April 5, 9:23 p.m. — 
Xavier Police, Cincinnati 
Fire and Residence Life 
responded to a smoke 
alarm in Fenwick Place. 
Responding units found a 
candle burning and a box 
of  tissues next to the can-
dle on fire, which activat-
ed the alarm. The fire was 
quickly extinguished with 
out damage. 
Week in review
What you may have missed
??NASA has announced 
plans to put what it calls 
“Marsbees” on the red 
planet sometime in the 
future, replacing current 
rovers “which are slow, 
bulky and very expen-
sive” NASA said with 
swarms of  microbees that 
can cover more ground at 
a lower cost (March 30). 
?? BP claimed in a statement 
that an oil spill off  Aus-
tralia’s coast would be a 
“welcome boost” to local 
economies (April 6).
?? A pair of  goats were res-
cued from the beam of  a 
bridge after escaping a 
local farm in Lawerence 
County, Pa. (April 6). 
?? A first grader was 
thrilled to discover that a 
textbook she had just re-
ceived was used by coun-
try star Blake Shelton. 
Her mother was  not as 
thrilled, since the text-
book has been used since 
1982 (April 7). 
?? An extremely drunk tour-
ist in Valle d’Aosta, Ital-
ly, accidentally climbed a 
mountain while trying to 
get back to his hotel (April 
10). 
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Transgender series: the classroom
Disclaimer: this series only 
represents my own life as a trans 
man on campus. This issue fo-
cuses on experiences impacted by 
my gender identity in the class-
room and other academic spaces 
at Xavier.
I’m fortunate I don’t face 
outward hostility on a daily 
basis for being open with my 
gender. This doesn’t mean I’m 
immune to the ignorance of  
my peers. Please don’t take 
this as an attack. Instead, I 
want you, especially if  you’re 
not trans, to take this article 
as an educational experience 
and a how-to on not being dis-
gusting, rude and privileged 
to the trans people in your life 
by seeing Xavier through my 
eyes.
One common experience 
with classmates and peers has 
been people assuming they 
have the right to interrogate 
me on my identity. I may be a 
smart-ass, but I wasn’t born to 
be a personal tutor for strang-
ers wondering what being in 
the wrong body feels like. As-
suming that trans people are 
Some of  my best childhood 
memories were spent watch-
ing TV shows that I didn’t un-
derstand yet with my parents. 
Friends has been my favorite 
sitcom since I was 7, and I 
had no clue what was going 
on until high school. So, when 
I heard that one of  my classic 
childhood memories was go-
ing to be rebooted, I’ll admit 
I was excited to watch Rose-
anne, again. Even though I was 
a kid when the 90s show was 
in full swing, I remember the 
rather mundane reaction it had 
20 years ago. A once loved and 
rarely disputed comedy has 
now turned into a politically 
heated debate about the reali-
ties of  Trump supporters. 
The first episode of  the sit-
com shows the life of  a typical 
middle class, White Ameri-
can. The controversial part, 
however, is the fact that the 
main character, Roseanne, is 
a Trump supporter. Having 
watched the show in previous 
years, I was partially surprised 
by the pro-Trump message 
from the show, mainly because 
Roseanne touches on current political climate
of  Roseanne’s characteristics. 
Her dismissive personality is 
responsible for her ignorant 
comments made throughout 
the episode, much in the way 
that Trump himself  does. 
The fact that Roseanne is 
conservative is not interest-
ing. The angry (and justified) 
responses to the show are not 
interesting. This is expect-
ed. The actually interesting 
part of  Roseanne, however, 
is the fact that the show has 
opened an imaginary door for 
conservatives to come out of  
the imaginary closet and ex-
press their feelings of  being 
victims to political attacks. 
Being a conservative today is 
being a part of  the majority. 
The presidency, Senate and 
House of  Representatives are 
all conservatively run right 
now; conservatives are not a 
minority group. 
As someone who identifies 
as conservative, I think I am 
well-equipped to say that I do 
not need any more outlets to 
express my opinion. I am con-
fused about why so many peo-
ple are defending Roseanne as 
a unique and interesting out-
look on society. I understand 
that there aren’t any other 
major TV shows portray-
ing Trump supporters, and 
that particular aspect makes 
Roseanne different. We have 
all of  the platforms we need, 
though, and Roseanne’s weird-
ly defended reboot does not 
give conservatives anything 
that they didn’t already have. 
Something that fans are 
using as their defense for the 
show is that some of  the jokes 
made in the first episode are 
things that are discussed and 
said in America today. The 
idea that the show is an ac-
curate portrayal of  a typical 
American family is not new. 
The successful sitcom, Black-
ish, is praised for portraying 
some of  the issues that Black 
Americans face on a daily basis. 
The difference with Roseanne, 
however, is this: While conver-
sations and jokes made are re-
alistic, they depict some of  the 
biggest problems in America. 
The biggest issue I see with 
the reaction coming from the 
reboot is the fact that some 
conservatives feel that their 
political struggles are on the 
same level as actual social is-
sues. The reactions of  Black 
and Asian Americans to the 
dismissive comments about 
racial struggles in America 
are not even comparable to 
the claims being made that 
conservatives can’t share 
their opinions without being 
attacked. I think that it is im-
portant to allow everyone to 
have and voice their own opin-
ions, and conservatives voic-
ing their opinion is perfectly 
fine. The bottom line that con-
servatives need to understand, 
however, is that conservative 
oppression is just not real, and 
equating that misconception 
to the real oppression that mi-
norities face in America is not 
a legitimate claim. 
The response that the show 
is getting says something 
about society’s progress. The 
fact that so many people re-
acted to comments of  Black 
and Asian families assimilat-
ing to White culture is a pos-
itive from the reboot. When 
the show originally aired in 
the 90s, Roseanne’s comments 
were riddled with politically 
incorrect humor. Throughout 
the last 20 years, the general 
population has become much 
more socially conscious of  the 
problems our country faces. 
We still have a long way to go, 
but seeing the reactions of  so 
many people at least gives us a 
little hope that we are moving 
in the right direction.  
expected to educate and min-
imize the insecurities their 
cis peers feel stems from cis 
privilege, which I do experi-
ence daily. If  you wouldn’t ask 
someone you 
thought was 
c i s g e n d e r 
about their 
genitals/sex-
ual orienta-
t ion/ent ire 
life story, 
don’t ask me. 
There’s a fine 
line between 
e d u c a t i o n 
and curiosity for one’s enter-
tainment. That line is differ-
ent for every individual! Stick 
to Googling all your weirdo 
questions before coming to me 
or any other trans person. My 
free time is not office hours for 
Trans 101.
When I’m not being asked 
rude questions, I mainly get 
stared at. A. Lot. After I wrote 
“Being Trans in College,” I 
noticed more turned heads 
(and longer, angrier stares) in 
class, the caf, walking and sit-
ting, you name it. Don’t look 
me up and down after you 
figure out my identity, then 
blame your obvious discom-
fort and disgust for my exis-
tence like it’s 
an issue I 
created for 
myself. I 
don’t deserve 
to have my 
life put under 
a microscope 
by strangers 
who think 
i n t e n s e l y 
staring is the 
21st century handshake. May-
be it’s because I dress better 
than they ever will or maybe 
they think I’m a monster, I’ll 
never know. I am so deeply 
insecure with being trans that 
I try my best to forget I’m a 
real person, but feeling like a 
circus act doesn’t help. I do 
know I feel more seen, and I’m 
truly unsure if  it’s because 
I’m openly trans or not.
Just because a trans per-
son doesn’t necessarily cor-
rect you for using the wrong 
pronouns doesn’t mean that 
it doesn’t hurt them. Con-
stantly being referred to as 
“she” makes me feel as if  I’m 
drowning in cement. Ignoring 
my pronouns because I’m not 
passing as male tells me my 
identity is invalid to you. I feel 
invalidated on a daily basis, 
which only keeps my mouth 
shut more. My internalized 
homophobia/transphobia 
keep me paralyzed when it 
comes to demanding respect. 
This means my pronouns are 
ignored by family, friends, 
teachers and 99 percent of  
classmates. When they’re ig-
nored, I blame myself  for not 
being “man enough” to look 
how I see myself.
Dealing with cis discom-
fort is difficult when you don’t 
even feel like a genuine human 
who deserves recognition by 
others. While I feel obligated 
to make those around me feel 
more comfortable by remain-
ing silent and unbothered, 
why should I have to? Why 
should I have to minimize 
myself  for the comfort of  the 
ignorant who only see things 
in black and white, pink and 
blue? If  you didn’t know I 
was transgender, would my 
life, pronouns and name be at 
the top of  your debate list? 
Would you still treat me like 
a sideshow freak who has oth-
ers answer for them?
To summarize, being trans 
is already complicated. If  you 
know someone’s trans, be re-
spectful. Figuring yourself  
out in college is hard for ev-
eryone, and we all must work 
on self-awareness to avoid 
alienating our peers.
Toni Carlotta is a ju-
nior communications 
studies major and a staff  
writer for the Newswire 
from Cincinnati.
Stick to Googling 
all your weirdo 
questions before 
coming to me or 
any other trans 
person. My free 
??????????????????
hours for Trans 101.
Sydney Sanders is a 
sophomore Philosophy, 
Politics and the Public 
and political science dou-
ble major. She is the head 
photo editor for the News-
wire from Cincinnati.
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Guns are not the 
problem we face
By: Ese Obrimah
god, we come to you with this cross on our shoul-
ders.
Backs bleeding, heads banging, tears falling
From pain not asked for
Burdens not accepted
Suffering not consented to
Wanting to be saved.
lord, we are questioning this suffering
Not sure if  we’ve failed you
Or if  you’ve failed us.
God, we are searching for hope
Searching for peace
Searching for love
But they all seem out of  reach
Healing
Salvation
You
Seem out of  reach.
god,
walk with us.
So that we may find hope in our belief  that you 
share this cross with us.
May we find
Peace when trouble blows
knowing that
The universe sees, the universe knows;
She goes through all the highs and the lows
with us
and with her,
we will reach healing.
May we find love in our knowledge that,
Though we live
in a world that tells us that
because we are survivors of  sexual violence
we have failed society
failed ourselves and
failed You,
there is nothing that can change your Godliness
and your godliness is LOVE
and so we know that you have,
you still do and you will always love us.
And that we are never the ones to blame.
We thank you, gods and godesses, because you’ve 
shown us
that the story
does not end on this cross on our shoulders
it does not end in depression,
It does not end with a rape kit,
It does not end in a courtroom,
It does not end in a victim-blaming society.
The story ends with freedom.
Prayer for survivors 
of sexual violence
The gun control debate is 
far from new. Tragedies in-
volving senseless violence 
have occurred periodically in 
the last few decades, with the 
events in Florida being the 
most recent example. With 
each one, there is some sort of  
call to restrict access to fire-
arms. However, the debate that 
has sparked in the past month 
has seemed more intense than 
usual. The reasons for this are 
numerous, and will be touched 
on later, but in any case my 
conclusion is the same: Guns 
aren’t the problem.
It seems like an easy fix to 
make guns heavily restricted 
or altogether illegal: No guns, 
no mass shootings, right? 
Well, heroin isn’t legal, yet the 
nation is dealing with a hero-
in crisis on an unprecedented 
scale. We can see this phenom-
enon in action in the world of  
firearms as well: The city of  
Chicago has some of  the strict-
est gun laws in the country, but 
it also has some of  the highest 
rates of  gun violence. Demand 
doesn’t disappear in the face of  
regulation, it just shifts to less 
safe methods and, often, less 
safe people.
But let’s assume for a mo-
ment that banning guns 
would actually stop mass 
shootings from happening. In 
that case, we would no lon-
ger be mourning the deaths 
caused by gun violence. In-
stead, we would talk about 
all of  the people maimed in 
an acid attack, killed by a car 
driven into a crowd or stabbed 
before anyone knew what was 
happening. This has been the 
case in the U.K. and Europe as 
of  late.
Guns aren’t the problem 
when it comes to senseless 
violence. Those with ill in-
tent will find a way to carry 
it out, either by procuring a 
weapon illegally or turning 
something mundane into 
something deadly. It follows 
that, instead of  focusing so 
much energy on restricting 
firearms, we should be ad-
dressing some of  the actual 
problems that are at play.
The dismal truth is that the 
mass shooting phenomenon 
is the product of  a complex 
array of  problems and can-
not be solved by something as 
simple as banning guns. How-
ever, pointing out problems 
without offering alternatives 
is the antithesis of  construc-
tive behavior, so some sort of  
remedial suggestion should 
be offered. It’s likely that the 
recent uproar has been so dis-
proportionate partly because a 
school shooting was involved. 
Therefore, because of  the 
constraints 
of  printing 
space, this 
kind of  vio-
lence will be 
focused on 
specifically.
The oper-
ative prob-
lem in school 
s h o o t i n g s 
is not guns, 
but pent-up 
aggression. 
It’s no coin-
cidence that 
school shoot-
ings have been on the rise at 
roughly the same time that 
extremely strict anti-bullying 
policies have been on the rise. 
While the intentions of  these 
policies are good, they end 
up punishing both sides of  a 
schoolyard fight with equal 
severity, regardless of  the cir-
cumstances.
The idea is that victims of  
bullying should instead seek 
out adult intervention rath-
er than fight. But sadly, if  my 
experience in school is repre-
sentative, most teachers and 
staff  are either unable or un-
willing to help. Whenever I 
approached teachers on the 
playground with a bullying 
problem, I was usually just 
turned away and told to “use 
my words” before I even got a 
chance to explain the situation.
Since bullied children can 
neither defend themselves 
nor get outside help, they 
are left with no choice but to 
bottle up that pain and an-
ger. This leads to an unhappy 
childhood for the victims, but 
while most grow up and leave 
the past behind, some become 
deeply troubled young adults 
who see no course of  action 
but revenge. This can’t ex-
plain all school shootings, but 
it has certainly been a factor 
in some.
Children are children, they 
squabble in immature ways as 
a means to grow and mature. 
They sometimes need to let 
out their irrational aggres-
sion, and this happens best 
when it’s in small, relatively 
harmless doses. Fighting on 
the playground might not be 
an ideal situation, and cer-
tainly, teachers need to be 
more helpful 
than they 
were to me, 
but ultimate-
ly, our an-
t i -bul ly ing 
a p p r o a c h 
needs a se-
rious over-
haul. Pun-
ishing the 
victims of  
bullying for 
standing up 
for them-
selves makes 
no sense. 
We should not be trying to 
prevent small violence at the 
expense of  creating bigger 
violence.
I encourage others to dis-
cuss the true problems at 
the heart of  various forms 
of  violence. This can take 
the form of  editorials, casual 
conversations or pretty much 
anything. The bottom line 
is, the discussion needs to be 
turned around. Guns have 
been a scapegoat for too long, 
and whether it’s by losing our 
right to bear arms or by miss-
ing the opportunity to actual-
ly prevent another shooting, 
we’re all suffering for it.
David Drier is a junior 
economics major and guest 
writer for the Newswire 
from Cincinnati.
The dismal 
truth is that the 
mass shooting 
phenomenon is 
the product of  
a complex array 
of  problems and 
cannot be solved 
by something as 
simple as banning 
guns.
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Xavier Athletic Director 
Greg Christopher wasted no 
time selecting the next men’s 
basketball coach at Xavier. 
After former head coach 
Chris Mack informed the ath-
letic department that he was 
leaving on March 27, Chris-
topher quickly went to work 
and hired associate head 
coach Travis Steele as the 
next head coach of  Xavier 
men’s basketball.
In total, seven candidates 
were interviewed for the po-
sition. Christopher and Steele 
both tweeted pictures togeth-
er from San Antonio, the site 
of  the interviews as well as 
the Final Four, to announce 
the decision.
“I am excited about the op-
portunity to build on the suc-
cess that we’ve enjoyed in the 
Xavier basketball program,” 
Steele said.
Steele, just 36, has ex-
tensive coaching experience 
under his belt. The Indiana 
native was an original mem-
Steele era gets o to roaring start
ber of  Mack’s coaching staff  
assembled nine years ago. In 
addition, prior to becoming 
a coach, he was the director 
of  basketball operations at 
Xavier for a season. In 2015, 
Steele was promoted to asso-
ciate head coach under Mack. 
Steele is known for his knowl-
edge on the offensive end of  
the floor and is an elite re-
cruiter.
“(Steele) brings passion, 
personality and organization-
al leadership skills to our head 
coaching position, which is 
really the CEO of  our basket-
ball program,” Christopher 
said.  “He has earned a repu-
tation as one of  the brightest 
young offensive minds in the 
game and one of  the future 
stars in this profession.”
Expect many of  the same 
offensive principles to remain 
in place under Steele, but on 
the defensive end, look for 
some major tweaks. Steele has 
State. After the adjustment to 
the Division I level and the 
play of  the Big East, Hankins 
could be a strong pickup for 
Xavier.
Sunday afternoon, Colum-
bia’s Kyle Castlin tweeted his 
commitment to the Muske-
teers. Castlin has struggled 
with injuries, but the 6’4” 
guard will also likely be good 
for Xavier’s depth issues next 
year. While he would not nec-
essarily be considered an elite 
sharpshooter, Castlin can 
shoot it well from three and 
drive to the cup. 
He will have to share time 
in an already-crowded back-
court, but he gives the Mus-
keteers more talent to utilize 
with a few scholarship spots 
still open.
Steele was endorsed by 
many and has been received 
very well. He hit the ground 
running, and Xavier fans are 
behind him. Now, the atten-
tion turns to November when 
he will finally have his chance 
to be the head coach in a Di-
vision I game.
Musketeer track and eld team garners 14 
top-10 nishes at the Hilltopper Relays
The Musketeers saw positive results from the men’s track team. Junior Grayson Jenkins tied for the highest 
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The Musketeers’ track and 
field team grabbed 14 top-10 
finishes in a series of  events 
over the weekend at the Hill-
topper Relays in Bowling 
Green, Ky., at the Charles M. 
Reuter Track & Field Com-
plex. 
The 4x400 women’s re-
lay team set the tone with a 
third-place finish. The squad 
consisted of  sophomore 
Sheridan Davenport and ju-
niors Kara Robinson, Kaitlyn 
Magrane and Vanessa John-
son. They finished with a 
time of  4:02.82. 
The women’s side also 
had seven individual top-10 
finishes. Freshman Madeline 
Dingle had a quality race in 
the 3,000-meter run, coming 
in third place and posting a 
time of  10:36.34. 
While some underclass-
men flourished, Xavier also 
saw upperclassmen success 
with senior Alondra Hoyos, 
who placed third in the 
1,500-meter run with a time 
of  4:42.44.
The women’s side also had 
success in the field events af-
ter sophomore Claire Hatha-
way collected a sixth-place 
finish in the triple jump with 
a distance of  10.20 meters.
The men’s team also had a 
successful weekend, tallying 
six individual top-10 finishes. 
These results were split 
evenly between under- and 
upperclassmen. 
Three of  the high finishes 
were in the 800-meter race: 
Junior Grant Stapleton and 
senior Nolan Daniels placed 
second and third, both with 
times of  1:53.46, and fresh-
man Connor Meehan cap-
tured a ninth-place finish in a 
time of  1:56.71.
Junior Grayson Jenkins 
and sophomore John Hautz 
posted good times in their dis-
tance runs, with Jenkins plac-
ing second in the 3,000-me-
ter steeplechase and running 
a time of  9:31.38 and Hautz 
running a 8:46.59 and placing 
sixth in the 3,000-meter run.
Freshman William Rob-
erts was the lone short dis-
tance runner to place in the 
top 10. 
He competed in the 
400-meter hurdles and placed 
ninth with a time of  55.91.
Xavier will return to the 
track this weekend. It will 
compete at the Ball State 
Challenge in Muncie, Ind., on 
Saturday. 
Xavier track and field 
looks to continue improving 
before the Big East Champi-
onships, which are scheduled 
to take place on May 11-12 in 
Geneva, Ohio.
mentioned several times since 
taking the job that he wants 
to emphasize defense. He’s 
also tossed around imple-
menting a harder press more 
frequently, but as he says, not 
to the extent of  “Press Vir-
ginia” or Shaka Smart’s “Hav-
oc” style of  defense.  
Next year’s team has a 
real chance to be Xavier’s 
best defensive team in recent 
memory. They will be long, 
extremely athletic and able 
to react well to opposing of-
fenses.
In less than two weeks 
since officially accepting the 
position, Steele has already 
landed two verbal commit-
ments from graduate trans-
fers who will be immediately 
eligible to play next season.
The first, Zach Hankins, 
was the Division II National 
Player of  the Year at Ferris 
State. He comes in standing 
6’10” and 255 pounds and is 
more of  a true center type of  
post player. Hankins averaged 
a little more than three blocks 
a game in his career at Ferris 
Women’s tennis clips wings of 
the Creighton Blue Jays, 5-2
The women’s tennis team 
split a pair of  weekend 
matches against other Big 
East schools. The Musketeers 
beat the Creighton Blue Jays 
5-2 on Saturday but fell to the 
Marquette Golden Eagles 3-4 
on Sunday.
Xavier jumped out to a 2-0 
lead against the Blue Jays be-
fore Creighton cut the lead 
to 2-1. After stretching the 
lead out to 3-1, Creighton 
won the next match to close 
the lead to 3-2. Xavier put the 
match away though, winning 
the next two matches to take 
home the 5-2 win.
The win kept Xavier per-
fect in Big East play with a 
4-0 record. The Musketeers 
won each of  their doubles 
matches, and senior Eliza-
beth Bagerbaseh, sophomore 
Lauren Fitz-Randolph, soph-
omore Rachel Reichenbach 
and freshman Kaitlin Ruether 
each won their singles match-
es.
On Sunday, the Muske-
teers were unable to maintain 
their perfect record, dropping 
their first Big East match to 
the Golden Eagles, 4-3.
Marquette jumped out to a 
2-0 lead, but Xavier respond-
ed by winning the next three 
matches and taking back a 3-2 
lead. 
After this, Marquette 
forced a decisive seventh 
match. Though junior Sophia 
Abelson dropped the first set, 
she won the second set to 
force a match-deciding third 
set.
After going down 4-1 in 
the third set, Abelson man-
aged to rally and go up 5-4 to 
take the lead. However, Mar-
quette would win the set 7-5, 
giving it the 4-3 win.
Reichenbach and Bager-
baseh each won another sin-
gles match, in addition to 
freshman Ahmeir Kyle pick-
ing up a singles win. Bager-
baseh and junior Zoe Manion 
also won their doubles match-
es.
Xavier has two matches 
this upcoming weekend in 
Murfreesboro, Tenn. 
The team will face the Uni-
versity of  South Alabama on 
Saturday at noon and Middle 
Tennessee on Sunday at 1 
p.m.
Senior Elizabeth Bagerbaseh won her No. 4 singles match against 
???????????????????????????????????????????????????? ??????????
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Former associate head coach Travis Steele was formally introduced 
as the next head coach of the men’s basketball team last Wednesday.
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Isle of Dogs 
takes over
QUIZ: Your Study Habits 
Will Determine which Oce 
Character you are 
BY HANNAH PAIGE MICHELS 
Campus News Editor 
With gorgeous stop-mo-
tion animation, a canine-stud-
ded cast and quirky storytell-
ing, Wes Anderson’s second 
animated film Isle of  Dogs and 
first film after his four-year 
hiatus was anything but ruff. 
The dystopian story takes 
place in the fictional Japanese 
city Megasaki after the mayor 
outlaws, deports and quar-
antines dogs to a trash-filled 
island after an outbreak of  
canine flu. We meet the cast 
of  dogs voiced by celebrities 
ranging from Brian Cranston 
to Bill Murray and are then 
introduced to the film’s pro-
tagonist. The “little pilot,” 
12-year-old Atari Kobayashi, 
flies to the island in an attempt 
to find his dog Spots, who was 
one of  the many dogs taken 
away during the mass depor-
tation.
Anderson has once again 
proven that his whimsical vi-
sion translates most beauti-
fully through animation. The 
visual of  the film is meticu-
lous and outstanding, some-
thing that can be appreciat-
ed by even the most casual 
movie-goer. The PG-13 flick 
is clever and political, with 
edgy humor and direct jabs 
at America’s current political 
climate. The usage of  crude 
language is pointedly ironic, 
and, as always, Anderson has 
a carefully tuned ear for mu-
sic, and Isle of  Dogs is no ex-
ception to his perfect choice 
of  tunes. 
I would think that by 2018 
Wes Anderson could stand 
to make a coming of  age film 
that isn’t centered on another 
boy with a surrounding male 
cast. Many of  his films ex-
plore a father-son dynamic, 
but the saturation of  stories 
of  young boys and men find-
ing themselves is a tired trope 
 You are given an assignment one month in advance. When 
do you start working on it?
I will make a very detailed outline of all the steps I should have done by specic 
days and then do none of it
I don’t need to try hard, everyone knows how smart I am 
I forgot until last night. Starting now. 
Never. I’ll be complaining in the class group message to make it look like I did 
How do you stay organized? 
Spending more time color-coding your planner than organizing
I have a BlackBerry just for my calendar
I file everything backwards so no one can hack my files
My Facebook app sends me reminders when I have upcoming events
What’s your go-to karaoke song?
Stayin Alive x Bee Gees
We Didn’t Start the Fire x Billy Joel 
You Oughta Know x Alanis Morissette
Hot N’ Cold x Katy Perry 
What’s your perfect study snack?
Cheese Balls
Sushi 
Chili 
Nothing. I’m on a diet
Where do you study? 
In the middle of  Gallagher. I want everyone to see how hard I’m working 
Exclusively Smith. #MBAbound
In the giant corner booths of  the caf
Starbucks
Where can you be found on a Sunday evening? 
Deep in a YouTube hole about pandas
Sleeping. I just pay attention in class. 
Four hours into extensive meal prep
Adding to your Pinterest wedding board 
A
A
A
A
A
A
B
B
B
B
B
B
C
C
C
C
C
C
D
D
D
D
D
D
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Rating: 
that someone as dynamic as 
Anderson could easily over-
come. 
The romantic storylines 
in Isle of  Dogs are pathet-
ic at best and only serve 
the purpose of  sprinkling 
some much-needed estro-
gen in the film. The spunky 
and determined character 
of  Tracy Walker--who is a 
student writer with a hun-
ger for investigative journal-
ism--could easily have been 
the star of  the film but was 
instead sidelined as a roman-
tic interest despite her major 
role in propelling the film 
forward. 
While Anderson films 
tend to leave me disappointed 
with interesting but shallow 
characters who are so bored 
with life that they can’t be 
bothered to have a character 
arc, Isle of  Dogs is refresh-
ing. The dogs in this film are 
easily the stars with fuller 
personalities than most of  
Anderson’s quirky-for-the-
sake-of-quirky human char-
acters. The film executes the 
classic hero’s journey under 
unique circumstances with 
relevant social and political 
themes. 
Anderson has truly found 
his place in animation with 
Isle of  Dogs. This edgy com-
edy is just the right combina-
tion of  irony and sentiment 
to leave the audience barking 
for more of  Anderson’s ani-
mated sweet treats. 
   
???????????????????????? ????? ?????? ?? ? ????????? ???? ?????????????
??????????? ????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????
????? ??????????????????? ???????????????????????????????????????? ????????
??????????????????? ?????????????????????????????????????????
??????????? ???????? ??????????????????????????????????????
???????????????????????????????????????????? ???????????????????????????????????
Features xaviernewswire.comApril 11, 20188
Aries: Congratulations, you just won 
free back stage passes to Yodeling 
Walmart Kid’s concert! Those are easily 
worth 10 grand.
Taurus: This Friday the 13th, you will 
break any mirror you look at because 
you’re u-g-l-y.
Gemini: The only thing worse than 
spending all your money at Target is not 
spending all your money at Target.
Cancer: Looks like you’re going to have 
a saucy weekend full of  Chick-Fil-A and 
breaking into Chick-Fil-A on Sunday to 
eat mor chikin.
Leo: You and your signficant other will 
be the best love story since Channing 
Tatum and Jenna Dewan minus the 
divorce.
Virgo: I wouldn’t advise wearing cute 
shoes this weekend. Someone is bound to 
be clumsy around you. Pisces: A Quiet Place is just where 
you go when you get jinxed until your 
name is said.
Aquarius: Build a crazy dream house 
Pinterest board and the stars will tell 
you when you’ll get married.
Capricorn: The Wi-Fi on campus 
will be down all week (shocker), so 
make sure to e-mail the Newswire game 
suggestions and we’ll put them online. 
Sagittarius: Savor these last few 
weeks of  school. Your time left with 
Coffee Emporium on campus will fly by 
faster than you know.
Libra: You will participate in a speed 
dating event but will leave with 
no dates because Sophia the Robot 
charmed everyone.
Scorpio: Wear goggles this Thursday 
so you don’t get powder in your eyes 
during Holi. Your corneas will thank 
you.
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End of the Semester Quiz
Feeling stressed already about finals and the end of  
the school year? Relieve some stress by taking this end 
of  the semester quiz that will determine your end of  the 
semester mood.
1. If  you were a brunch food, what food would you be?
 a. French Toast
 b. Breakfast Sandwich
 c. Avocado Toast
 d. Chocolate Chip Pancakes
2. While playing Cards Against Humanity, you…
 a. Choose the funniest card
 b. Choose the card that makes no sense
 c. Choose the card that fits the best
 d. Choose the dirtiest card
3. During the summer you like to…
 a. Travel
 b. Swim and/or lounge by the water
 c. Watch fireworks
 d. Have picnics and barbeques in the park
4. What is your biggest pet peeve?
 a. Waiting
 b. Loud chewers
 c. Being a light sleeper
 d. People who won’t get off  their phones
5. You’re abandoned on an island, what do you bring 
with you?
 a. A boat
 b. Your favorite book
 c. A survival pack including food, medicine and 
water
 d. Your beloved friend(s) to keep you company
ANSWERS:
Mostly a’s: You’re ready to blow this popsicle stand 
whether it be graduation, a gap year or dropping out of  
school. Expect it to be really hard to finish these last few 
weeks as you, unfortunately, wait for summer dayz to 
come.
Mostly b’s: There is nothing you want more than to 
enjoy these last few days before the end of  the semester. 
You want to hold tight to the memories before they are 
gone all too fast, which means you might end up over-
booking yourself  a little. 
Mostly c’s: You take things as they come. You’re al-
ways prepared, and finals week is no different. You’re the 
best when it comes to time management, so it will be 
no shocker for you when you end up making Dean’s list 
again and make it look so effortless.
Mostly d’s: Quality time is your jam, people just love 
spending time with you because of  your fun personality. 
Try to soften the blow of  being away from your college 
buds by planning the most extravagant, wild weekend 
you can imagine from exploring a new area in Ohio and/
or Kentucky to eating out at the best restaurants.
Combo of  everything: You have a mix of  emotions 
for the end of  the semester. You don’t really care about 
the whole sentiment of  the semester ending until you 
remember how different things will be for the next three 
months. You’re going to want to change things up by 
getting a dramatic haircut and wonder if  you should get 
a tattoo or piercing.
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